Soil-Net – An Educational Resource for Information on Soil Science

Everyone is directly or indirectly affected by soil. As one of the three major natural resources, alongside air and water, soil is vital to the existence of the planet. The Soil-Net Web Site at www.soil-net.com is designed to help individuals learn about the many facets of soils and their uses. Potential user groups for this website include:  

  

· School infants and juniors 

· Senior school students 

· Interested adults 

· The farming community 

· The gardening community 

· Ecologists and those interested in the natural environment 
· Planners and architects interested in the built environment
 

Soil-Net will accommodate the interests and needs of these important user communities. So far, a provisional structure of the site for senior school students is in place, with that for infants and juniors in embryonic form, and those for farmers, gardeners and ecologists just beginning. The site for senior school students has seven sections, and is constructed to allow regular improvements and updates. Illustrations and graphics, which will play a large part in further site enhancements will be developed. 

   

It is estimated that there are more than 200 million IP hosts and a colossal 840 million users worldwide. The potential of the Internet for the transfer of information is thus enormous. Soil-Net will be developed to reach a wide user community, including farmers, gardeners, foresters, ecologists, who can all benefit from better soil knowledge, and students who need to be made aware of the importance of soils and their use and protection. 

  

The Soil-Net project is led by Cranfield University’s National Soil Resources Institute (NSRI). See www.cranfield.ac.uk/nsri/
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