Soils and Climate Change

Scene: Looking over a farmer’s gate into a landscape….

A. Did you know soils contain vast amounts of carbon?
B. Yes, I have heard there’s more carbon in the soil than in the whole of the land vegetation and atmosphere combined.

A. Wow, that is a lot of carbon! If all that carbon got into the atmosphere that really would affect the rate of climate change.

B. That’s right, we need to manage carbon stocks in the soil very carefully so we can reduce and slow down the affects of climate change.

The Living Soil

Scene: Holding a handful of soil

A. Did you know there are many species of organisms living in the soil? For instance many thousands of species in one square metre of grassland soil.

B. Yes, there are some amazing statistics about soils. Did you know there can be more organisms is a teaspoon of soil than there are people in the world!

A. Wow, that’s a good one, but I haven’t met all of those animals yet.

B. No, I expect not. It’s so busy underground, with all the animals going about their business.
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